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The Step by Step Process of Accessing Publicly Funded Resources 

 

Many families who have children with developmental delays find 

it difficult to pay for the supports and services that their family needs to 

help their child develop to the best of their abilities.  The following is a 

step-by-step guide and short description of the publicly funded 

financial resources that you may want to use to help you pay for the 

supports your child and family need.   

 

Please see the map to help you see how they work together.  

 

1. SSI (Supplemental Security Income) 

1-800-772-1213           

www.ssa.gov 

income-based – go online to see if you qualify 

 

SSI is a benefit provided by the Social Security Administration for 

people who qualify both in terms of income and disability. The 

disability must be one that is expected to continue beyond nine months.  

For children who live at home, the parent(s) income and assets will 

impact eligibility.  SSI provides a monthly check, which can vary 

depending on the other income, the person or family receives.  

Call the Social Security Administration or apply online to see if 

your child is eligible for SSI  (Supplemental Security Income.)  If you 

wait three more days to do this, that means you will receive three days 

less benefits because they record the date that you applied as the first 

day for benefits to begin even though it may take several weeks to 

determine eligibility 

When you apply for SSI, it is best to call late in the afternoon or at 

dinnertime or go online.  Call when you are doing something else 

(washing dishes etc.), and just keep hitting "redial" until you get through.  

Eligibility for your child is based on what they are not capable of doing.  

The person at the Social Security office should tell you how to apply for 

Medicaid.  If they don't tell you - ask them how to apply. 

http://www.ssa.gov/
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2.  Medicaid 

Persons receiving SSI in Colorado are automatically eligible for 

Medicaid health insurance.  However, you may be required to apply for 

it in addition to applying for SSI.  If your child has other health 

insurance, Medicaid might pay for things that the insurance won't pay 

for.   There are only certain doctors and other health care providers who 

accept Medicaid.  Medicaid is an important resource for families who 

have children with disabilities. 

When you've got your Medicaid put the name of your technician in 

a safe place!  If you want to know what Medicaid pays for, you may need 

to call him/her.  You can also ask him/her about other Medicaid 

services such as Home Care Allowance, Home Health Care and 

transportation. 

Medicaid recipients always have an EPSDT case manager as well as 

their Medicaid technician.  EPSDT stands for Early Periodic Screening 

Diagnosis and Treatment.  This is a separate program administered by 

the State Department of Health that makes sure that Medicaid recipients 

get the kind of care they need for their health, growth and development.  

Your EPSDT case worker should check in with you yearly to see how 

your child is doing, whether shot records are up to date, whether the 

child is growing and developing appropriately and any other concerns 

you may have about your child's health care.  Your caseworker can also 

help you to understand the process of accessing specialized services 

through Medicaid.  They are trained to know how Medicaid works.  An 

EPSDT screen is a health services planning document that your 

pediatrician should complete each year (or more often).  This screen 

allows you and your doctor to list the medical services, equipment and 

treatments your child will need for complete and healthy functioning.  If 

your child is enrolled in a Medicaid HMO the EPSDT Screen can ensure 

that all the benefits listed on the EPSDT document are covered by the 

HMO or by wraparound Medicaid payments. 

 

3. Health Care Program for Children with Special Needs (HCP) 
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 For Arapahoe & Douglas Counties  - income / disability-based 

 

  

4857 South Broadway 
Englewood, CO 80110 

Contacts: Maria Cabral  303-783-7126 

TDD Line: 303-452-9561 

Web Page: www.tchd.org/hcp.htm 

 

 

The Health Care Program for Children with Special Needs (HCP) serves as a focal point 
at the state and local level to build a system of health care services and supports for all 
families of children with special needs in Colorado. The program works with other 
programs, agencies and organizations to develop coordinated programs and community 
based systems of care to meet the needs of families.  The Health Care Program for 
Children with Special Needs serves to assess the needs of families and to report health 
status of this population. 

Through contracts with local public health agencies, the program assists families in 
understanding and coordinating the resources available for care and support including:  

 Medicaid   

 Social Security Income (SSI)  

 Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+)  

 Early Childhood Connections (Part C)  

 Special education and developmental disabilities services  

 Access to health care providers  

 

4. Colorado Home Intervention Program (CHIP) (part of Colorado School for the 
Deaf and Blind)   
http://www.csdb.org/Default.aspx?DN=7072bfc5-00b7-4916-90e0-df58b4498aee 
 

 

This program is offered by the Colorado School for the Deaf and the Blind, under the 
auspices of the Colorado Department of Education. CHIP serves infants and toddlers who 

are Deaf and Hard of Hearing in their own home. At the heart of CHIP is the CHIP 

Facilitator.  Working with the family, the facilitator designs an individualized program 

that fits both the family’s needs and the child’s learning style.  

http://www.tchd.org/hcp.htm
http://www.csdb.org/Default.aspx?DN=7072bfc5-00b7-4916-90e0-df58b4498aee
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The program is not bound by any one communication method. Rather, an in-depth 
assessment helps the family and the Intervention team to choose the appropriate method. 

The facilitator helps family members develop techniques to encourage development of 
their child’s speech, language, and listening skills. The program starts at the time of 
diagnosis. A referral can be accepted from an audiologist, a medical doctor, a local Part C 
team, and/or the family. Early intervention services continue until a smooth transition to 
preschool services is accomplished. 

All families are invited to contract with the program. Public funding is available. 
Insurance is accepted. Funding may be supplied by the local Part C program, by service 

organizations, or by the family. The regional Colorado Hearing Resource 

Coordinator helps the family to obtain funding for early intervention.  

Professionals visit families in their homes to provide information, education and 
therapy for the development of speech and/or language impacted by hearing loss.  This 
might include a child who has had many ear infections.  If you do not qualify for this 
program due to income you can pay for this program with other resources. 

 

5.  Medicaid Waivers 

Medicaid Waiver programs were developed for families, who have a 

child with significant disabilities.  If your child requires a great deal of 

support, supervision and/or medical attention, he/she may qualify.  

This program is limited to a certain number of children, and if your 

child qualifies they may be placed on a waiting list.  It is important to 

apply early if you think you may need this program.  Application is 

made through county Social Services office or your local Community 

Centered Board (CCB).  

 

6.  Community Centered Boards 

Developmental Pathways – 303-360-6600 

www.developmentalpathways.org 

 

These organizations serve people with developmental disabilities and are 

funded with state tax dollars. Anyone can access these programs -- if 

they qualify due to developmental disability -- no matter how much 

money they make. They have four programs that serve children with 

developmental delays: 

 

http://www.developmentalpathways.org/
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 A. Early Intervention Services – The purpose of Early Intervention 

is to develop comprehensive and coordinated supports for infants and 

toddlers.  This program offers a variety of supports to families who have 

a child at risk of developmental delay from birth to 3 including service 

coordination, parent- to- parent, information and resources and access 

to direct supports and services.  If your infant or toddler is determined to 

be eligible for the program, an Individualized Family Service Plan 

(IFSP) will be developed and services will be provided to the child and 

family based on the needs of the child and family.  

http://www.developmentalpathways.org/ecd.html 

 

Statewide website - Early Intervention Colorado -1-888-777-4041     
www.eicolorado.org 

  

 B. Family Support - This program offers assistance to families who 

have a member with a developmental disability living at home.  The 

family member who establishes the eligibility for the program may be of 

any age.  Once eligibility has been determined for the specific person, 

the entire family living in the household becomes eligible to receive 

services and supports necessary to maintain the family member with a 

developmental disability at home.  This program is very flexible and 

provides not only support with dollars, but consultants to help you 

obtain the necessary services.  The money (usually paid out in monthly 

checks) is variable, depending on the individualized needs of the 

family.  If your child qualifies for Early Intervention, your family will 

qualify for the Family Support Program until the age of 5, when 

eligibility becomes more of an issue.  There is currently a waiting list for 

this program in many communities, but it serves all ages, so we suggest 

you get your name in as soon as possible. 

 

 C. Children with Autism Waiver – Community Centered Boards 

provide eligibility and case management for this waiver that serves 

children birth to age 6 with a medical diagnosis of autism.  This 

Medicaid Waiver allows the child to access Medicaid services and 

http://www.developmentalpathways.org/ecd.html
http://www.eicolorado.org/
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behavioral services that are currently not covered under the Medicaid 

State Plan.  Statewide this waiver is managed by the department of 

Health Care Policy and Financing - Michelle Cason Rogers 

Program Administrator , HCBS Children with Autism Waiver, Community Based Long Term Care, Health Care 

Policy and Financing, 1570 Grant St, 2-125, Denver, CO 80203, 303.866.3895, 303.866.2786 - Fax Number  
michelle.cason@state.co.us  

 
 D. Children’s Extensive Support Waiver – CCBs also provide eligibility and case 
management for this waiver that serves children birth to age 18 that have significant 
medical and/or behavioral needs.  This Medicaid Waiver allows the child to access 

Medicaid services and other services such as:  personal assistance services, 

household modification services, specialized medical equipment and supplies, 
and professional/community connection services.  This waiver currently has a 
waiting list and is managed statewide by:  Sheila Peil, Program Specialist, Division 
for Developmental Disabilities, 4055 S. Lowell Blvd, Denver, CO 80236, 303-866-7467, 
Shelia.Peil@state.co.us.   

 

 

7. Child Health Plan Plus - Monday through Friday, 8am to 6pm at 

800.359.1991. 

 http://www.cchp.org 

 

 Child Health Plan Plus (CHP+) is a low-cost health insurance 

program for uninsured Colorado children ages 18 and under whose 

families earn or own too much to qualify for Medicaid but cannot afford 

private insurance.  

 

CHP+ encourages preventive and early primary care by removing the 

financial barriers to health care.  

 

CHP+ works to improve the health status of Colorado children by 

improving access to appropriate medical care and to reduce overall 

health care costs.  

 

CHP+ also offers benefits to pregnant women! The CHP+ prenatal care program offers 
free health insurance to uninsured Colorado pregnant women who live in households that 
meet certain income requirements.  

mailto:michelle.cason@state.co.us
mailto:Shelia.Peil@state.co.us
http://www.cchp.org/

